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T H E D A W N IN G OF A B E T T E R DAY
I see from the Christian Century of November IK. 1936, that
quite a stir is going on in North Carolina because a professor
in the University of North Carolina dared to dine with a Negro
by the name of Jam es YV. Ford, vice-presidential candidate of
the communist party. Against this horrible thing of eating with
a Negro, though he had intelligence and character enough to
be the vice-presidential candidate of a political party, a protest
from the alumni and the press promptly followed. Looked at
from that angle, and it is the a n g le 'th a t represents southern
sentiment generally, things are still pretty dark in that section
as to race relations, as to the recognition of the Negro as a man
made in the image of God.
And yet. regrettable as the incident is, there is also a bright
side to it. Over against the protest of the alumni and the press
and the demand for the dismissal of the professor, we find a
group of more liberally minded individuals coming forward and
giving expression to sentim ents that give promise of the com
ing of a better day even in the South. Nothing can be finer than
their declaration of principles, as voiced in a letter by the Rev.
Donald 11. Stewart of Chapel Hill, the present chairm an of a
committee on freedom of conscience. His words are:
“ W e repudiate utterly the doctrine th at no white man can
eat with a Negro without lowering himself in some way. The
effort to establish and maintain by social pressure lines over
which the races may not cross, we believe not only unnecessary,
but an attack on the freedom that we as Americans prize and
defend. W e do not believe that men should be required to cut
their opinions and shape their conduct according to the pattern
of those who pay their wages. Those who say that an em
ploye of the University of North Carolina does not have the
right to eat dinner with a Negro are not only attacking Ameri
can institutions of free speech and free assemblage, but are also
attacking the basis of all morality—the right and duty of each
man to have and guard his own character, and to act as his
conscience tells him he should act."

Those are strong;, brave words, and are bound to have their
effect in moulding public sentiment in the future. They are
typical of w hat is going on silently, it may be, but nevertheless
surely in various parts of the South. T he leaven is beginning
to work. You see it, not only in this instance, but also in the
organization of a committee in Birmingham, Ala., for the de
fense of the Scottsboro boys made up of prominent business
and professional men. The Commission on Interracial Coopera
tion with headquarters at Atlanta. Ga., is another evidence, clea:
and unmistakable, of the dawning of a better day. Of this
Commission too much cannot be said in praise of the great
work it has been doing now for years, carrying, as it has wher
ever its representatives are found, the message of good will,
of fair play, of justice for all.
In the notable volume. The Tragedy of Lynching, by A rthur
F. Raper, setting forth fearlessly conditions in the South and
lifting up noble standards to be followed, a volume shot through
and through w ith the finest sentim ents of justice, of fair play,
is to be found another evidence of the coming of a new day.
The fact that a work like that could have been written and put
into circulation under the sanction of a great State university
speaks for itself.
For all such evidences of the coming of a better day, not
only for the Negro, but for the white people as well, who under
that kind of influence are bound to rise to higher moral and
spiritual levels, I am profoundly thankful. The effect of slavery
upon the white man was no less dam aging than upon the black
man. Every effort that is being made, therefore, to change
white public sentiment to a more just and humane attitude
tow ards the Negro is a movement in the interest of the white
man as well. You can’t improve the status of the Negro in
the eyes of white public sentiment without at the same time
improving the quality of th at public sentim ent itself.
I welcome with my whole heart all such evidences of progress
tow ards a better understanding, not simply because I am a
Negro, but also because I am an American citizen and therefore
interested in whatever affects for the better the whole country
and all its citizens alike. W hen Jesus Christ was born into the
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world, the angels sang: "Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.” And it is that note that
needs to be sounded, not only in the South but in all parts ot
our common country. It is only as that spirit takes possession
of us and rules within us, that we will ever become a truly great,
prosperous and happy people and nation.
Only as hate goes out of our hearts for each other and love
comes in; only as justice, love of righteousness, becomes our
great dominating principle, will there be peace, lasting peace
within our borders. The Bible tells us, and what it says is tru e:
"Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any
people.” The more keenly we realize this as individuals and
as a nation, the better it will be for all. The simple fact is,
There is no satisfactory solution of the so-called race problem,
except under the ideals and principles of Christianity and the
spirit of Jesus as expressed in the song of the angels. Race
prejudice can be successfully conquered in no other way. Vic
tory will come in that way, or never, v,

